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F.1 Feminist Theory and Feminist Research:
Where Have We Been and Where Are We

Going?

This panel will address the past, present, and future of feminist theory and
research. Elizabeth Flynn will map various feminist traditions, challenge
reductive representations of opposing traditions, and offer an alternative of binary
conceptions of modern and postmodern traditions. Gesa Kirsch will examine
recent developments in feminist ethics and research, with a special focus on
action-oriented, emancipatory research methods and their implications for partici-
pants, researchers, and the discipline.

Situating Feminisms

Elizabeth A. Flynn
Depariment of Reading and Composition, Michigan Technological University

The paper will identify some problems with the ways in which
feminist traditions have been discussed and suggest some alterna-
tives. Feminist traditions have sometimes been difficult to define
because, in the face of resistance to feminism, feminists, for
strategic reasons, have sometimes seen the need to represent
feminism as a unified ideology. They have also sometimes tended
to avoid naming feminist traditions, because doing so may create
the result of rigid categories with firmly delineated boundaries.
Another problem is that as feminism has developed, especially
within the academy, it has become disciplined and hence named in
different ways by different fields. A result is that commonalities
among traditions sometimes get lost in a proliferation of names.
Also, internal disputes among feminists have sometimes resulted in
reductive representations of opposing traditions. I suggest that what
is needed is a map of feminist traditions that is interdisciplinary
and that represents those traditions as fluid rather than fixed and as
overlapping rather than discreet. I focus especially on relationships
between modern and postmodem traditions and attempt to find an
alternative to binary conceptions of their relationship.

Ethics and the Future of Feminist Research

Gesa Kirsch
National Council of Teachers of English, Urbana, Ulinois

In this talk, I address the future of feminist research, particularly
how scholars address ethical dilemmas that arise when they engage
in “collaborative, interactive, mutually beneficial, and empowering"
approaches to research, both in and outside the classroom. Among
the critical questions I raise are these: What does it mean to
conduct research that benefits others? What happens when
researchers’ values conflict with those of the participants or institu-
tions they study? How can researchers be both respectful and
critical of participants/institutions in their observations and reports?

1 challenge some of the underlying assumptions (and naivete) that
can-—and often does—accompany feminist, emancipatory, and
action-oriented approaches to research. I conclude by proposing a
number of guidelines for addressing ethical dilemmas in feminist
research; among them are participants’ “right to co-interpretation”;
“re-negotiation of consent” among researchers and participants, and
“reversing the gaze” of research by focusing on participants who
enjoy socially and materially privileged positions rather than on
those in vulnerable, less privileged positions.

Challenging Rhetorics Conference

Saturday, 8:45 a.m. — 10:25 a.m.

F.2 Imagine a World Without Winter:
Collaborating With Voice and Language
Across Artistic Genres

Maria Cheng
Depariment of Theatre Arts and Dance, University of Minnesota—Twin Cities

Diane Katsiaficas
Department of Art, University of Minnesota—Twin Cities

Valerie Miner
Department of English (Creative Wriling), University of Minnesota—Twin Cities

Mary Rockcastle
Department of English, Hamline University

The panelists will discuss their work during the last two years on a
multi-media performance piece entitled, “Imagine A World Without
Winter.” The performance piece reconsiders the mythical story of
the daughter Persephone and her mother Demeter. We hear echoes
of their relationship in the voices of Hecate and the Furies. The
performance piece includes dance, still and moving visual images,
song, dramatic scene, and riddle.

The panel will focus on questions about collaborative voice (or
voices). We will address the issue of maintaining individual voice
{world view, art form, sensibility, style} and ask how individual voice
can get lost or subsumed. Does it retain its integrity while being
enlarged by the stimulation of other approaches? Is there a hierarchy
of language in a piece like this—visual language, movement,
spoken work, song?

The panel will begin with brief examples of our visual art,
movement and script, followed by commentary by the artists. After
each panelist talks about her individual contribution and her
response to communal art making, we will open the panel for
discussion.

We began this project with specific specialties and originally
imagined our contributions to be complementary but quite
separate. While we have since merged many of our visions

and approaches, we do retain separate tasks. The producer,
cinematographer, designer and costumer is Diane Katsiaficas,
whose visual art has been exhibited internationally. The choreogra-
pher/performer/director is Maria Cheng, who is an award-winning
dancer and actor. The songs and scenes are being written by
novelists Mary Rockcastle and Valerie Miner.

In January, 1998, the collaborative team traveled to Greece for
on-site research. We worked intensively together on a daily basis,
journeying to Eleusis, Delphi, Aulis, Bravrona and other sites relevant
to the project. Since then we have met frequently, planning a
production schedule, creating a storyboard, and coming to
agreement on basic themes, images, form, and structure for the
narrative line of the performance piece.
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{Bishop, George, Flynn}, we will juxtapose discursive moments from
our academic lives and the strategies of containment and transgres-
sion that they presented to us as teachers, faculty, and parents.

In particular, we will voice comments from students {from class
discussions and course evaluations) and colleagues and administra-
tors (in department meetings and one-on-one interactions) to enact
how our collective experiences as mother(ed) teachers were
inflected and charged with cultural meanings beyond our individual
consciousness. We will interweave our experiences in order to
emphasize their larger social dimensions. (Deborah Minter will
describe her infant son’s diagnosis with cancer shortly after joining
the faculty, while Amy Goodbum will describe being pregnant and a
new mother in the same department}. In performing these voices in
concert with the discourses of pregnancy/child care and “special
needs” children which circulate in manuals, advice books, and
support services material, we will recreate the disruptions of
normalizing discourses that we experienced and which compelled
us to reconsider our social locations in the academy. In doing so, we
hope to raise questions about the pedagogical and institutional
implications of disrupting the social texts of professor-ing and
mothering.

Ultimately, we intend our performance to initiate reflection on how
to intervene productively in the social text of pregnant/mother
teacher in order to foster pedagogical inquiry and to build
collective relationships. Following this performance, we will invite
audience members to share their own moments of disruption
and/or intervention in order to engage in a conversation about the
collective pressures that female faculty face in the academy.

F.5 Nineteenth Century Rhetoric(s)

“Taught by Death What Life Should Be”: Elizabeth
Gaskell's Redefinition of Nineteenth-Century Burial
Reform Discourse

Mary Hotz
Department of English, University of San Diego

This paper argues that representations of death—the preparation of
the corpse for burial and the interment itself—rhetorically marked
and determined the nature of social relations in Victorian literature
and society. The representations of these last attentions to the
dead participated in the identification and classification of the
working classes that was fast becoming pervasive in England at mid-
century. Edwin Chadwick, Secretary to the New Poor Law
Commission from 1834-1842, and other sanitary reformers sought to
control the features of working-class burial in order to solidify
England's middle-class and national identity. In particular, these
measures emphasized death's necessary distance from the living to
protect England’s burgeoning economy. Elizabeth Gaskell, Victorian
novelist and author of Mary Barton (1848) and North and South
(1854-55}, assuages the threat of death proposed by contemporary
burial reform discourse by portraying the issues of labor relations,
death and domesticity as an opportunity to transform mid-Victorian
society, especially through the individuation of women. By
re-instituting the value of death’s proximity to life, Gaskell acclaims
the positive effects of working-class contact with death because
they are possible sites for creating community across class

lines. The middle class, argues Gaskell, must incorporate into its
considerations of political economy the central strengths of working-
class domesticity: a recognition of kinship networks that extend
beyond immediate families where women are crucial to meaningful

social reform.

Challenging Rhetorics Conference

Saturday, 8:45 a.m. — 10:25 a.m.

Setting a Rhetorical Precedent: The Early “Feminist”
Thoughts of Sarah Grimké

Jami L. Carlacio
Department of Rhetoric and Composition, University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee

The 19th century birthed a new, radical feminism whose evolving
critical discourse and emerging self-consciousness made it possible
for a number of woman’s rights advocates to challenge the existing
paradigms perpetuated through the ideology of the new American
republic, the result of which was the suppression of women’s voices
in rhetorical history. In an attempt to make these women both
visible and audible, feminist historians and rhetoricians have
focused their rhetorical analyses on many of these women,
including Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. While this
important work has helped reclaim some 19th century women’s
voices, feminist researchers have paid far too little attention to a
Quaker woman, Sarah Grimké, who struggled to establish equality
of the sexes ten years before her sisters attended the Seneca Falls

convention of 1848.

In my paper I argue for the necessity of studying Grimké's life and
work so that we may uncover those ideological conditions that have
muted her voice and those of others—to enrich our rhetorical
history and discover ourselves in the process. By analyzing Grimké's
letters and essays, contemporary feminist rhetoricians may
understand both the crucial role this early feminist played in the
nascent stages of the feminist movement and the conditions which
suppressed women’s rthetoric. Moreover, we may discover how
these conditions discouraged women'’s participation in civic life and
social reform and limited women’s access to the education that was
made available to (white, middle-class} men. My paper will
examine the complex relationships among the 19th century’s
political ideology, socially proscribed gender roles, and literacy
conventions that fueled Grimké's criticism of established patriarchal
conventions and made her a feminist rhetorician ahead of her time.

Charlotte Forten’s Journals and the Constancy of Class

Lisa A. Long
Department of English, North Central College

The bulk of Charlotte Forten {Grimké)'s remarkable journals span
her life from the age of 16—when she left her family in Philadelphia
to attend racially integrated schools in Salem, Massachusetts—to
the age of 26—when she was forced by ill health to retire from her
Civil War service on the South Carolina Sea Islands. The Port Royal
“experiment,” in which she engaged, was begun by abolitionists as
soon as the Sea Islands were captured by Union troops in an effort
to prove the fitness of African-Americans for freedom. Yet scant
attention has been paid to the fact that Forten’s presence on the
Sea Islands was itself something of an “experiment.” By bringing her
into intimate, continuous contact with white men and with former
slaves, the war brought Forten face-to-face with the specters of
class, racial, and sexual identification that haunt her early journal
entries. Only recently have scholars begun to acknowledge the way
that Forten’s race, despite her supposedly middle-class status,
affected her relationships with the other teachers and with the army
officers—all of whom were white—or with her students and the
“Negro” soldiers-—most of whom were former slaves.

Ray Allen Billington’s (1953} extensive and selective editing of the
first—and for many years only—published edition of Forten’s
journals thwarted efforts to study Forten. Yet they have remained
relatively obscure, overshadowed, perhaps, by the common misper-
ception that Forten was economically privileged and somehow,
then, unrepresentative of African-American women during the
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F.7 SKkirting the Issues: Women and
Deafness

Scholars in Disability history and Deaf studies offer an addition to
the traditional interpretive troika of race, class, and gender: lenses
of physical ability and normalcy. Few works to date, however, incor-
porate these “lenses” simultaneously. In this panel, we work to fore-
ground more specifically the rhetorical intersections of women and
Deafness. Combining work in three interdisciplinary areas—history,
linguistics/discourse analysis, and feminist rhetoric—we aim to illus-
trate how scholars in Women's and Disability Studies might
recognize the central importance of the body in understanding the
constructions of identity.

Taken together, these papers seek to further the new school of
cultural studies that challenge the rhetorical domination of medical
discourse in conceptualizing the body. In so doing, these presenta-
tions reclaim even the often pejorative notion of “skirting” the
issues by deliberately, affirmatively, and constructively skirting in
both presentation styles and the criss-crossing of identities. At the
same time, we actively end the pattem of skirting the issues of
women and deafness in relation to race, class, and gender.

Double Vision: Women and Deafness

Susan Burch
Department of History and Government, Gallaudet University

Susan Burch offers a contextual study of the rhetoric of women and
Deafness in the first half of the 20th century. She begins with an
assessment of several historic “fault lines"—the evolution of a Deaf
community, the feminization of the teaching profession, and the rise
of oralism in deaf schools. Burch demonstrates how the arguments
about educating a deaf citizen are complicated by cultural notions
of women’s place and womanhood. Furthermore, the specter of
eugenics as it intersected Deafness played out on the female body
and had specific ramification for Deaf women’s sense of identity.
Because the issue of accessibility frames the structure of this work,
She will present in both sign language and spoken English, and will
rely heavily on visual material, including slides and transparencies.

Aurthorizing Deafness: Rhetorics of Interpreting,
Audiology, and Identity

Brenda Jo Brueggeman
Department of English, The Ohio State University

Beginning with a recognition of the gendered nature professions
surrounding deafness—particularly audiology and sign language
interpreting— Brueggemann intends to directly explore the rhetori-
cal roles of gender in these two fields by writing, reading, signing,
speaking, and performing. She ultimately begins to answer
questions about women, authority, and Deafness. For example, how
are the feminist ethics of representation and the feminist ethics of
caregiving represented in these two fields? What is the ethos of the
audiologist’s and interpreter’s authority in relationship to

deafness and in speaking to/for/with these often “voiceless,”
“silent,” “mute,” and/or “disabled” others? She both literally

and rhetorically answers the question of where she
stands/speaks/delivers/addresses/writes/places herself in these
issues by performing her work in visual and oral languages.

Challenging Rhetorics Conference

Saturday, 8:45 a.m. — 10:25 a.m.
F.8 Snips and Snails and Puppydog Tails

The Masculine in Rhetoric: Men'’s Studies and a
Profeminist Model of Study

Patrick McGann
Department of English, George Washington University

Rhetoric has long been the domain of the masculine. Recently
feminist revisionist histories of rhetoric such as Andrea Lunsford’s
Reclaiming Rhetorica have begun to unseat the privileged male
rhetorician. Feminisms have not, however, influenced the study of
masculinity within revisionist histories of rhetoric. Models for a
feminist-informed study of masculinity do exist; profeminist men’s
studies theories have been doing such work since the mid-1980s.

This scholarly paper examines how the scholarship of profeminist
men’s studies theorists might translate to an investigation of
masculinities and rhetorics. Profeminist men’s studies theorists
combine the study of how men are institutionally privileged by
their gender with an examination of how men are privileged
differently. They investigate issues of race, class, gender, and sexual
orientation as they are manifested in masculinities—hegemonic and
subordinate forms of manhood that are historically and culturally
varied. A revisionist history of rhetoric, then, would examine the
historical and political privileging of manhood within rhetoric, as
well as alternative, rhetorical forms of masculinity that have been
marginalized. Such an approach takes into account structural
analyses of power, while at the same time providing visions of the
masculine in rhetoric that more clearly embody gender equity and
justice.

Corrupting Boys with the Category Man

Jeffrey Falla
Department of Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature, University of

Minnesota—Twin Cities

This paper initially focuses on the socialization of young boys
through a type of disciplinary process that involves rejecting
femininity and teaming the socially inferior status of girls
demanded by patriarchy. Taking the position that young boys are
discouraged away from their bodies {and, by extension, other boys’
bodies) by encouraging objectification of “inferior” female bodies,
parallels are drawn to homophobia as well as male reliance on
images of dominated, objectified feminine bodies for sexual
gratification—all as a means of not only living up to a non-universal,
mutable, and damaging masculine-male category, but also
reinforcing it.

Ultimately, men’s relationship to other men enters into play,
particularly the validation of masculinity based on competition,
consumption, and violence as a response to the anxiety and fear of
femininity (male and female). Popular (i.e., mainstream) politics of
equality tend to focus on the role of women (in employment,
government, reproduction, etc.}, placing the burden of change on
women. By contrast, redefining the category “man” shifts
responsibility to men by placing that category as standard into a
necessary condition of variation, the making-variant of socially held
invariables defining man and masculinity.

Granted, conditions of white-male privilege (and the associated
denial of its existence) tend to halt any large-scale making-variant
of categorical standards responsible for socio-political inequities.
Further, this force of resistance gives all men small corners of power
by ensuring their dominant status over women—if not through
direct means such as marriage, then through secondary sources
such as pornography. The basis for this seemingly unalterable
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F.10 The Gendered ‘Net

The three papers on this panel analyze on-line rhetoric and discourse communi-
ties from historical and contemporary perspectives. We question the numerous
recent assertions that cyberspace is gender-neutral and suggest ways to improve
the visibility and viability of women on the Internet. This session resembles a tra-
ditional academic conference panel, except that the three papers are more tightly
linked than is often the case, building on one another to create more unified
session content.

A Gendered, Rhetorical History of the Internet

Laura ]. Gurak
Department of Rheloric, University of Minnesota—Twin Cities

The Intemnet is being praised today for everything from electronic
commerce, to community building, to self-help information, and to
efficient communication among family members. Most of this praise
is premised on the Intemet as a value-free space, where anyone can
accomplish anything. Yet an analysis of the Internet from a rhetorical
perspective reveals that cyberspace is gendered space. This paper
provides a historical look at the Internet, going back to before WWII
and moving throughout development of Unix, email, online chats,
and today’s Web technology and argues that the Burkean landscape
of this technology is a landscape of male, military, and exclusive
values. The paper draws on primary documents including
newspaper stories from various engineering institutions, early
papers by the developers of ARPANET, and texts taken from today’s

Web sites.

Does Your Access Have a Gender?: Women and the
Internet

Janet Gardner
Department of English, University of Massachusetts—Dartmouth

While women’s, and even feminist, presence online has been
increasing, recent studies continue to show that boys and men far
outnumber girls and women among regular Intemet users. This is in
part because women continue to have less access than men, espe-
cially when the definition of access is broadened to include not
only material issues (i.e., money for hardware, software, and a
connection) but also such important limiting factors as comfort with
technology and the specialized linguistic competence demanded
by electronic discourse communities. This paper argues that the
best remedy for the unequal distribution of power on line is to
continue increasing women'’s presence and visibility on the Intemet,
as users and especially as creators of content. The material
limitations on women’s access are part of the larger political
struggle for equal opportunity and pay. But we also have the ability
to influence some of the more subtle forces at work. Feminist
academics should not only use the ‘Net and become content
providers ourselves, but also encourage our female and feminist
colleagues and students to do the same.

Cyberspace as Location of Gendered Discourse: The
Ethos of Support Groups on the Internet

Christine Silker
University of Minnesota—Twin Cities

Although the online world is frequently touted as a new, more dem-
ocratic forum for communication, women once again find
themselves on the margins or borders in these electronic spaces.
Articles discussing women’s experiences on the Internet speak of
women being tumned off by the male-dominated atmosphere they

Challenging Rhetorics Conference

Saturday, 8:45 a.m. — 10:15 a.m.

find online, where heated exchanges and innuendo are
commonplace. Herring suggests that “men control a disproportion-
ate share of communication that takes place via computer
networks,” relegating women to the borders of computer-mediated
communities or leading women to form their own female-only com-
munities. This paper, examines the role of women's ethos online
through rhetorical analysis of messages posted to online gathering
places. It considers how ethos is shaped by list participants’
location in various marginalized subcultures and groups, specifically
health-related support groups, and how both individual and group
ethos are developed and maintained through messages posted to

these gathering places.

F.11 Through Class and Race to the
Feminist Press: A Memoir

Florence Howe
City University of New York

F.12 U.S. and Them: The United States
Constructs Jewish and Islamic Identities

Identity Politics/Political Identities: A Jewish Feminist
Reading of U. S. Jewish Responses to Anti-Semitism

Sandra Berkowitz
Department of Communication, Wayne State University

Expressions of anti-Semitism throughout U.S, history have been
markedly different from those in Europe: less overt, less violent,
and fewer in number. But, that does not mean that anti-Semitism
has not been manifest nor that the U.S. Jewish community has not
had to confront it. In this essay, I examine U.S. Jewish responses to
anti-Semitism from the mid-19th century through the early 1920s. In
doing so, there are a number of questions to confront including:
Since the Jewish community is typically understood as generically
male, how can the responses be read so as not to occlude women?
Since Jew is feminized in anti-Semitic discourses, how can the
responses be read so as not to read “Jew as woman”? | approach
the parallel purposes of offering a textual reading of the responses
and developing a theoretical position and method through an
enactment of a Jewish feminist, critical rhetorical position. I follow
the work of Boyarin (1996), who argues that “thinking in Jewish,”
thinking in a Jewish social context in conjunction with feminist and
critical rhetorical positions, can provide starting points for new iden-
tities and political ideas. I enact a critical rhetoric {e.g., McKerrow,
1989) to examine power relationships instantiated in and through
texts, ideologies, and identities, arguing that U.S. Jewish responses
utilize the strategies of feminine style (Campbell, 1989} to negotiate
power inequalities. On a theoretical level, this reading illustrates
the necessity of intersecting gender and ethnicity not only in
historicizing texts, but also to avoid essentializing theoretical
concepts such as feminine style.

References

Boyarin, J. (1996). Thinking in Jewish. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

Campbell, K. K. (1989). Man cannot speak for her (Vol. 1: A critical study of
early feminist rhetoric). New York: Praeger.

McKerrow, R. E. (1989). “Critical rhetoric: Theory and praxis.”
Communication Monographs, 56: 91-111.

Abstracts 81



PL.6: Dark Spinners of Word Magic: Ethos,
Identity, and the Rhetorical Prowess of
African-American Women

A Place at the Podium: “Ritual” Moves in the Making
of Public Identities by African American Women
Writers

Jacqueline Jones Royster
Department of English, The Ohio State University

African American women have been actively involved in the
construction of ethos in public arenas since at least 1832, when
Maria Stewart became, as far as we know, the first African-American
woman to assume a space at a “public” podium and to have the text
for that speech survive as a historical document. To take a place at
the podium, Stewart negotiated territory that was both greatly
racialized and greatly gendered. Her challenge in the face of images
assigned to her by an oppressive society was to construct for herself
a more positively defined persona and a more satisfying pathway
for making manifest an intellectual self. She created a space that
permitted her not simply to speak, but to do so as a politically and
socially conscious woman with passionate desires to be an agent for
“right” action. Stewart claimed a space of power, justice, and entitle-
ment that African-American women since her day have continued to
refine and to occupy. In fact, she set in place what I am calling
“ritual” moves that seem to resonate through the decades and to
continue even into our own times.

This presentation will focus on articulating some of Stewart's “ritual”
moves as the context for analyzing one nineteenth-century woman
writer, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and one twentieth-century woman
writer, Toni Morrison, as cases in point for suggesting that the
construction of ethos is a vitally important point of interrogation in
understanding and valuing the participation over time of African-
American women in public discourse.

Sound and Sense: Frances Ellen Watkins Harper and
the Construction of Public Persona

Shirley Wilson Logan
Department of English, University of Maryland

As a showcase of the ways in which African-American women have
constructed ethos in public/social space, this presentation focuses
on Frances Ellen Watkins Harper. Harper was arguably the most
active, prominent, and productive women speaker of the
nineteenth century. By the age of thirty-four, she was listed among
the outstanding figures of her day. For more than fifty years, she
lectured and wrote poetry, essays, and fiction on slavery, woman’s
rights, civil rights, African Americans and the Civil War, mob
violence, temperance, racial upliit and self-help. She belonged to
abolitionist societies and supported the underground railroad. She
was one of only two women to speak at the National Convention of
Colored Men in 1864. She was a lifelong member of the white
Unitarian denomination. She was a founding member of the
National Association of Colored Women. She was associated with
three predominantly white women'’s organizations, the Women’s
Christian Temperance Union, the American Woman Suffrage
Association, and the National Council of Women. She served as vice
president of the Universal Peace Union. She traveled throughout
the post-Reconstruction South speaking at crowded churches, parlor
gatherings of women, and in state legislatures.

Challenging Rhetorics Conference

Saturday, 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Given the breadth and depth of her career as a public person,
Harper, with the help of her varied audiences, projected a fairly
consistent public identity. Reports on her public performances
almost always call attention to her manner of delivery as much as to
the content of her discourse. These reports suggest that a woman of
Frances Harper's ability was not what most audiences were
expecting. Some found it difficult to imagine that Harper might have
been “sold on the auction block,” and described her delivery with
such phrases as “with gestures few and fitting,” “marked by dignity
and composure,” “never assuming, never theatrical,” “splendid
articulation,” “chaste, pure language,” “a pleasant voice allowing no
one to tire of hearing her.” Such comments highlight an attempt to
disembody and dissociate Harper from her black and female
humanity. This analysis points to convergences between perceptions
of Harper's public performances and the dissociative content of
selected passages from her persuasive discourse in order to assess
the extent to which Harper may have been able to use these
external constructions of her identity to advance her arguments.

Paradise Lost: What Happened to Toni Morrison’s
Feminist Rhetoric in Oprah Winfrey’s Version of
Beloved?

Joyce Irene Middleton
Department of English, University of Rochester

Audience responses to the Hollywood film adaptation of Toni
Morrison’s Beloved have been varied and complex. No one expected
the film to fully capture the powerful effects of Morrison’s novel. But
the failure of Winfrey’s project cannot be explained away by the
argument that American viewers do not endorse films about the
slave legacy (the film reportedly lost more than fifty million dollars).
This paper argues that the film lost its connection to the black
feminist rhetorical strategies and feminized language of Mormison’s
novel. African-American filmmaker, julie Dash has defined this kind
of problem as a gender conflict that is inherent in the act of making
films about the history of African-American women in a masculine-
dominated film industry. I will use Dash’s film, “Daughters of the
Dust,” to show how she “feminizes” the language and rhetoric of
her film which has won critical acclaim for its many achievements.
Dash’s efforts help to explore the uses contemporary African-American
feminist rhetorical texts.

Creating a Space for Ourselves: African-American
Women Rhetors Negotiating a Public Identity

Beverly Moss
Department of English, The Ohio State University

The previous presentations examine how several key African-
American women-—historical and contemporary African-American
women “public figures”—through their rhetorical choices, have
constructed public/social identities in their writings. As we learn
about these women and others like them who are African-American,
we must also turn our gaze toward the scholars themselves (largely
African-American women) who are creating a space to view such
important figures. In effect, these scholars are engaged in a two-fold
enterprise. They are creating spaces for the subjects of their research,
and simultaneously they are also laying claim to intellectual
ancestors and to spaces for themselves. They, too, are establishing
a public ethos as members of a profession.
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G.1 Among Friends: A Conversation with
Janet Emig

Janet Emig
Professor Emerita, Rutgers University

Heather Bruce
Graduate School of Education, University of Puget Sound

Christine Kline
Graduate School of Education, University of Puget Sound

From Composing Processes to “Our Missing Theory,” to Feminine Principles
in American Composition and Rheloric, Janet Emig’s scholarship has
continued to inspire new thinking about our field. Two scholars who
are currently re-examining aspects of Janet Emig’s work in relation
to their feminist composition and rhetoric research will conduct a
two-tiered conversation with Janet about her thinking,
retrospectively and prospectively, and its intersections with their
projects.

The first tier will be a conversation among the three participants.
Heather Bruce will bring to the discussion her work on the body of
the female writer in the classroom in which she pushes the bound-
aries of Laura Brady's tactical deployment of Judith Butler's theories
of performativity to consider the ways in which we might continue to
reexamine women'’s experiences of writing in the composition
classroom. She will discuss with Janet her performative analysis of
The Composing Processes revealing the unarticulated gendered
implications of her work on composing practices.

Christine Kline will bring to the discussion her work on the relation-
ships among thought, writing, and talk and the examination of Janet
Emig’s role in defining writing as a mode of learning through her
scholarship, teaching, and policy work in the NCTE and the 1987
English Coalition Conference. The work is seen through a feminist
lens on the nature of voice and development.

The presentations will not be isolated, but be part of the “to and
fro” of a conversation in which Janet Emig will do what she does so
powerfully: reflect, provoke, amuse, inspire.

In the second tier of the conversation, we will invite participants to
join a conversation circle and begin a dialogue based on themes or
questions that participants have. We will not only invite all others
into the circle but also be prepared to elicit initial comments in a
way that will involve everyone.

G.2 Analyzing the Rhetoric of Abortion

Remembrance, Forgetfulness, and Abortion: “The
Wife of a Christian Physician Speaks Out,” 1867

Nathan Stormer
Department of Rhetoric, University of Maine

In 1867, an anonymous “Wife of a Christian Physician” had a letter
published in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal that directly
refuted the arguments put forward by Horatio Robinson Storer,
leader of the AMA anti-abortion crusade. Storer had published the
previous year, Why Not? A Book for Every Woman, wherein he
presented a sanguinous rhetoric of racial regeneration
accomplished through the criminalization of abortion. The crux of
his indictment of abortion practices was a NeoPatonist claim of
recollecting the forgotten: women were ignorant their maternal duty,
which was always remembered by their bodies, if not their minds.
To save future generations, women's proper reproductive role must
be recollected. The letter of this anonymous woman directly
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challenged the issue of remembrance of duty. In a sweeping set of
charges, she attacked marriage as reproductive imprisonment and
called abortion rebellion. Her discourse brings into focus the use of
Women-as-vessels not only of physical regeneration, but also
cultural regeneration in the nineteenth century. In a larger sense,
the exchange between Storer and this anonymous rhetor highlights
the presence of remembrance and forgetfulness that typically
permeates socio-biological discourses of racial regeneration where
“blood” is culture made corporeal. Using the work of Donna
Haraway and Michel Foucault, this paper details the rhetoric of
remembrance that undergirds early abortion discourse, and also,
the way in which women are embodied as loci of remembrance.

Fetal Dreams and Discursive Bodies: Abortion
Rhetoric and the Politics of Meaning

Michelle Sipe
Depariment of English, University of Florida

This paper will explore the rhetoric of the anti-abortion movement
and the representational violence of anti-abortion discourse and its
abstract fetishilization of “life.” The anti-abortion right has asserted
its own discursive framework so successfully that even those who
are neutral on the question of abortion have accepted its terms: it is
a “bad thing” that either should or should not be legal. It is at best a
necessary evil. In addition to confronting this discursive terrain, pro-
choice feminists have had to address the erasure of fernale agency.
The word abortion itself has become a noun but is rarely a verb
where to abort would necessitate the recognition of women'’s histor-
ically continuous (and contingent) desire to control the conditions
of reproduction, pregnancy, and motherhood. Women are
represented, when they are represented at all, as the victims of the
“killing industry,” rather than as embodied decision-makers.

Against the symbolic erasure of women that structures anti-abortion
rhetorics, I will focus on the counter-images and narratives that
potentially re-write women back into the severely emptied terrain
of abortion politics. These will include testimonies of women who
sought abortions before Roe v. Wade and women who have had
them after the landmark decision. Finally, I will include my own
impressions of working in an abortion clinic for the last seven years,
where women of disparate ages, economic backgrounds, ethnicities,
and religious beliefs continue to end unwanted pregnancies. This
will be a two-part presentation: 1) an academic analysis of the
thetoric of abortion (there will be some visual aids and slides), and
2) a presentation of women’s testimonials on abortion, focusing
primarily on the individual effects and responses to abortion

rhetoric.

From “Pro-Life” to “Creator’s Rights”: Moral
Philosophy and the Emergence of Fetal Absolutism

Marcus Casal
Department of English, University of Florida

The “pro-life” movement proved it had been what the world
claimed all along—a self-serving, hypocritical manifestation of
willful man’s attempt to control other people, rather than an
actual outworking of the actual Will of the actual Creator of the
actual universe. With the death of the Pro-Life Movement, a
Secession Movement has begun.

—"Nuremberg” [Visualize Abortionists on Trial} website

While the “Nuremberg Files” anti-abortion website has received
much public attention recently, its material and philosophical roots

Abstracts 85



Testimonials of Living: Female Endorsements and
the Rhetoric of Persuasion

Cynthia Ryan
Department of English, University of Alabama—Birmingham

Recent scholarship in composition and rhetoric and related
disciplines has explored the textual and oral strategies of women
and members of other marginalized groups seeking representation
throughout history (e.g., Miller, 1998; Glenn, 1997; Lunsford, 1995).
Many of these works have sought to recognize the traditions on
which women have relied for asserting their positions despite social
restrictions on participation in the public, and to a degree, private
realms.

In my presentation, I will explore one previously overlooked
“genre” often adopted by women attempting to establish ethos,
pathos, and logos with audiences of similar or superior social status
based on such factors as race, dlass, and gender. The “testimonial”
genre is evident in numerous commonplace texts ranging from
home remedies to personal letters to recipes to domestic manage-
ment handbooks that I have studied from the 19th and 20th
centuries. This genre also survives as a dominant rhetorical device
in current-day advertisements and social pleas aimed toward
females. I suggest that the sharing of personal experiences with par-
ticular products, services, tasks, and causes has served and
continues to serve as an equalizing strategy between females and
their audiences. The individual witnessing of results derived from
the use of a popular brand or from adherence to a particular
lifestyle is a powerful, persuasive tool for convincing the skeptic. My
presentation will offer the consistent components of this genre and
consider the feminist ideals that are reinforced (e.g., the strength of
individual female expression) and rejected (e.g., essentializing the
Female experience} through the testimonial genre.

This will be a “multimedia” presentation. I will begin with a
scholarly introduction to the material leading to an examination of
several examples of this genre: excerpts from historical documents
(e.g., personal letters, domestic handbooks, and manuals}, current
televised and print advertisements, sample texts stemming from
social campaigns of this and previous periods (e.g., breast cancer
awareness brochures).

G.4 Communities, Conflicts, and Feminisms:
What Can Feminist Theories Offer When We
‘Just Can’t Get Along’?

Carol Peterson-Haviland
Department of English, California State University

Carmen Fye
Department of English, California State University

Richard Colby
Department of English, California State University—San Bernardino

Kristine Potter
Department of English, California State University

Mary Texeira
Department of Sociology, California State University

Both feminists and communities such as writing centers deal with
images of women, with intimate work in “safe spaces,” and with mar-
ginality, and both have considerable experience dealing with
external conflicts over funding, space, purposes, and pedagogies.
However, these experiences, coupled with commitments to
community and collaboration, often have seduced these groups to
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elide internal conflicts. Our session will address this gap, interrogat-
ing the frequently implied expectation that writing centers as well
as other communities, particularly those undergirded by feminist
theories, should be utopias. Both feminists and communities such
as writing centers deal with images of women, with intimate work in
modest differences of opinion and free from outright conflict. We
will use the conflicts that arose as an issues in a tutoring course and
then infiltrated our writing center to illustrate the severity and effect
of these conflicts and then use the lens of feminist theories to
propose ways of seeing conflict as an essential and constructive
contributor to writing center and other communities.

We will initiate the session with our own conflicts over the uses of
power, the infiltration of class competition into writing center
tutoring, and the rhetoric of argumentation, along with the work of
writing center and feminist scholars. We will point to ways feminist
theories are helping us see and speak alternatively about conflict,
power, and difference and will then open the conversation to other
participants’ representations of internal conflicts. We hope that this
discussion will enrich our ways both of seeing conflict and of under-
standing the intersections of feminism and community as the ways
they shape locations such as writing centers.

G.5 Female Complicity in Colonial
Expansion: A Cross-Historical Dialogue

The Colonizing Male Gaze: The Female Body as
Metaphor for Space in Popular Science Fiction

Sue Hum
Department of English, University of Akron

Often considered a literature of possibility, science fiction has con-
sistently proffered power fantasies, alternatives to the real world,
by capturing the imagination of an overwhelmingly {mostly adoles-
cent) male audience. In this presentation, I begin by exploring
female complicity in reproducing conventional gender roles and
tropes. I discuss how the male gaze is perpetuated so that the
female body continues to be defined and constructed in response
male fantasies and anxieties (McCaffrey's Ship Who Sang). While the
female body is almost always passionate and “completed” through
male sexual contact, it is simultaneously dangerous and powerful
because of its reproductive capabilities.

Next, I argue that the “traditional” construction of the female body
parallels the colonization of space. The process of taming and
possessing the female body serves as a metaphor for patriarchal
space exploration. Thus, the objectified female body (and space
itself) typically represents a general and unceasing threat to the
male protagonist that seeks to possess and control it. In some
science fiction written by women, 1 argue that social, cultural, ethnic,
and economic power structures are reproduced, unproblematized,
and unquestioned. Those power structures underscore an agenda of
possession, control, and subjugation, which is effected through

technology.

Exploring the relationship between technology and body, I focus on
the cyborg (a hybrid of organism and machine, biology and technol-
ogy). Highlighting themes of complicity and colonialization, I
contrast Harraway’s cyborg with the Borg character “Seven” (Star
Trek: Voyager) and Cadigan’s Synners. I describe how feminist science
fiction challenges conventional constructions of the female body
and, by providing alternatives to what constitutes the body, desta-
bilizes the colonialist agenda of space exploration, recreating
discursive spaces and transcending genre boundaries.
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G.6 In This Time and Place: Feminisms,
Rhetorics, and the Practice of Enunciative

Struggle

Enunciative Struggle: Between Promise and Threat,
Hope and Despair

Lynn Worsham
Department of English, University of Wisconsin—Milwaufee

What feminists of all persuasions and anti-racists of every color
have in common is a recognition that the struggle for social change
begins with language—for example, with the effort to name (“the
problem that has no name”) and to proclaim (“black is beautiful”) a
state of affairs. This presentation, therefore, focuses on the nature
and practice of enunciative struggle, on the struggle that takes place
in and through language, in the materiality of the sign. To enunciate
is to articulate and pronounce (for example, words and sentences)
in a particular manner. Enunciative struggle, then, is a question of
not only what but also how: not only what shall be changed but also
how it will be changed who will benefit from such change.

Redirecting speech act theory for feminist and anti-racist ends, 1
posit that enunciative struggle must be understood as a complex
speech act that at once promises and threatens a more or less fun-
damental restructuring of social relations. This much we may
already know. But attention has been focused on what has been
promised and on conflicts in our vision of the future. I want to shift
attention from the what to the how and closely examine the basic
structure of these two illocutionary speech acts—promising and
threatening—as a basic structure of feminist and anti-racist
thetorics. A promise, or a threat, is the strongest function-indicating
device (as the linguists say) for commitment provided by the
English language. Promises and threats are both temporal and
spatial practices, linking the present to the future in a locution that
positions the speaker and the listener/recipient in a complex
structure of intentions, obligations, and dispositions. This grammar
of relations forms the subject of this presentation, and serves as a
frame for the remaining presentations in this panel.

Tropologizing Bodies, Embodying Tropes: Or, How
Whiteness Became a Hip Topic at Cocktail Parties

Krista Ratcliffe
Department of English, Marquette Universily

With a focus on constructions of whiteness, this presentation
challenges the idea that rhetorical theories are timeless and that
their applications are time-bound. First, I trace the dominant tropes
used to articulate whiteness in the U.S., both by white people and
by people of color (a categorizing trope that I will challenge in the
process). Second, 1 locate the critical reception of the work of Lillian
Smith and Adrienne Rich within this tracing, reading them as
metonyms for the un/conscious assumptions in the U.S. about
rhetoric (i.e., Aristotelian ethos) in the 1940s and the 1990s,
assumptions that remake Aristotelian rhetoric rather than simply
apply it to a particular situation. Third, I argue that the remade
Aristotelian ethos permeating the discourses of both Smith and
Rich functions as a ground for the contemporary call for ethics in
literary and rhetorical studies, a call which fails to recall that materi-
alist feminism has been heralding this idea since the early 1980s.
Fourth, based o this move from a remade Aristotelian ethos to
ethics, I offer the idea of a materialist feminist concept of agency for
this century’s end, an agency that challenges both modernist
notions of humanist selves and postmodernist notions of lexical
subjects. Such a feminist theory of agency is possible, 1 argue, when
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tropes are imagined as embodied and bodies are imagined as
troped in particular ways in particular historical moments. In other
words, I hope to explain a comment I overheard at a CCCC cocktail
party: “I guess it’s hip to be a white guy again, huh?”

Toward a Politicized Rhetotic of Inquiry: Patricia J.
Williams and the Promise of Critical Race Theory

Donna Strickland,
Department of English, Butler University

This presentation seeks to set forth a critical rhetoric of inquiry that
foregrounds questions of difference. Specifically, I will argue that
the rhetoric of inquiry has provided a useful approach to the
investigation of disciplinary rhetorics but that it lacks the kind of
politicized position that will give its critique sufficient power to
remake knowledge and change social policy (two of its stated
goals). As an intellectual movement, the rhetoric of inquiry has
been curiously slow to take up the challenge of feminisms and
critical race theory. :

In a sustained reading of Patricia J. Williams’ Alchemy of Race and
Rights, 1 offer a much-needed corrective to the rhetoric of inquiry.
Williams’ analysis of legal discourse shows that “subject position is
everything,” and she enacts throughout her book a critical inquiry
into the discourse of law from a feminist, anti-racist position. She
offers a critique of the so-called “universal” status of law and
demonstrates the situatedness of legal discourse. In so doing, she
also reveals surprising connections between everyday thought and
legal discourse. Williams’ work is one promising example of a critical
rhetoric informed by questions of difference.

Consciousness Doubled: The Possibility of Collective
Subjects in Black Feminist Rhetorics of Emotion

Ilene Crawford
Department of English, University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee

This presentation argues that a rhetoric of emotion can be extrapo-
lated from the critical and creative works of Toni Morrison, bell
hooks, and Audre Lorde. My specific focus is the rhetorical concept
of “message.” 1 posit that each of these rhetors’ messages lies in its
effect and, further, that the intended effect is to produce double
consciousness. The production of double consciousness, I claim, is
an alternative to an emphasis in modern rhetoric on consensus
through discursive action. Double consciousness allows a reader to
inhabit more than one standpoint, a practice that avoids the
excision of difference necessary in an argument that strives to
achieve consensus. I argue that the additional standpoint a reader
learns to inhabit is largely a difference in affective positioning.

Double consciousness results from an ability to empathize with the
Other, to know and feel the Other's emotional investments.
Empathy is achieved by repositioning subjects so that they rename
familiar emotional investments. Toward this end, the experiences of
terror and love are of particular interest to Morrison, hooks, and
Lorde. I argue that each of these writers teaches audiences what it
feels like to experience whiteness as terror rather than as comfort or
safety; they also demonstrate what it feels like to react to whiteness
with disgust or distrust rather than loyalty. I also claim that
Morrison, hooks, and Lorde all name love as one emotion that they
seek to produce in white audiences in their effort to reschool
affective relationships.
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rejecting mothers. As feminist historians have noted, throughout the
history of the women’s movement, daughters have articulated their
feminism through stressing their differences from women of the
previous generation, including their own mothers. As white, middle-
class feminists of the second wave of the women’s liberation
movement rejected the bourgeois domesticity of their mothers,
many young feminists today reject what they see as their mothers’
limits and failings as feminists. Thus, the fact that the third wave
often describes their rejection of feminism as a kind of rejection of
their mothers {or their mothers’ generation) makes sense given that,
for them, feminism is literally embodied by their mothers. Yet, as
Henry concludes, this rejection raises troubling questions about the
future of feminism, if it is feminism itself which must be rejected in
this movement forward (or backward as the case may be). Playing
on her title, Henry also examines the other side of this rejection—
the rejecting mother—and how second-wave “mothers” have
responded to this third-wave writing.

Questions of Identity for the Third Wave: Evidence of
an Evolving Feminist Movement

Joan Ruffino
Department of English and Modern Studies, University of Wisconsin—

Milwaukee

Joan Ruffino’s paper examines the rhetoric of third-wave writers
though a psychological lens. In seeking to examine common links
among third-wave writers, one of the few consistent similarities, if
not the only one, is age. These writers are young adults, mostly in
their twenties, and the common themes they espouse—sexuality
and identity—are themes unique to the period of development
known as young adulthood. While others are examining the external
social and historical factors affecting this particular generation of
young women, Ruffino seeks to explore the internal struggles of this
diverse group of writers through the lens of adult developmental
psychology. Finally, she discusses the philosophy of individualism
that pervades third-wave writing. Can feminism as a collective
movement be built on personal (rather than theoretical) writing
alone? It can't. Therefore, Ruffino concludes that the third wave rep-
resents a transitional period in feminism: a weak moment, but a
necessary moment. The ambivalent third wave, with all of its chaotic
contradictions, is evidence of an evolving feminist movement.

Jennifer Maher
Department of English and Modern Studies, University of Wisconsin—

Milwaukee

G.9 Organizing Politically: The Rhetorics of
Presence

The Rhetoric of Naming: Unifying Rubrics and 20th
Century Women'’s Organizations

Wendy Sharer
Department of English, Pennsylvania State University

Nancy Cott's book The Grounding of Modern Feminism begins with a list
of 31 acronyms and the American women's organizations to which
they refer. Anxious to impact a world that denied or minimized their
efficacy, American women have frequently relied on the political
tactics of organizing, representing, and publicizing themselves
under a common name and common purpose. While this practice
has sometimes succeeded for American women, it always involves
complex rhetorical negotiation of political, racial, economic, and
social difference. Examining these rhetorical negotiations sheds
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light on issues still central to contemporary feminism and rhetorical
studies—issues like the meaning and potency of “community,” the
difficulty of collective authorship, and the evasive dividing line
between essentialism and strategic alliance.

My presentation will consider the complex rhetorical processes of
naming an organization and a common purpose by examining these
processes among the members of the Women’s Peace Party
(WPP)/Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom
(WILPF) in the 1920s and among the Young Women’s Christian
Association {YMCA} in the late 1960s. Before the 19th Amendment,
women were not a homogenous group, yet they could unite under
the singular name of their gender by virtue of the fact that they did
not have the vote. The names of the largest suffrage organizations,
the National American Woman Suffrage Association and the National
Woman's Party, reflect this rhetorical unification. Following the
passage of the 19th Amendment, women lost this gender-specific
bond, yet they continued to work to build powerful coalitions by
revising their unifying rubrics, a process complicated by
international tensions and war. In the shadow of the persecution
and peace organizations during World War I, the WPP/WILPF
wondered if the word “Peace” was too politically charged. During
the Vietnam and Civil Rights Era, the YWCA faced similar challenges
as members debated the appellation “Christian”— does this
connote an attitude in which all may share or does it denote a
specific set of beliefs? In the attempt to create unity, does the “C”
inhibit diversity? Both the YWCA and WPP/WILPF also questioned
the “W” in their names: would the gender-specific “W” enable or
disable the amassing of power in their social movements?

I will discuss these historical debates in a shortened, traditional
scholarly-paper format, leaving some time for audience discussion
of unifying rubrics in “our” organizations (CCCC, RSA, MLA, Coalition
of Women Scholars in the History of Rhetoric and Composition,
Council of Writing Program Administrators, etc.). I think this could
be fruitful, especially at an interdisciplinary conference that will
bring together academics and professionals from various
organizations.

Fighting the Rhetoric of the State and the Backlash
Against Canada’s Largest Feminist Organization

Lynette Boulet
Department of Women's Studies, York University {Toronto, Canada)

The National Action Committee on the Status of Women (NAC) in
Canada has recently been the target of the federal govemment’s
ongoing sleight-of-hand tactics aimed at marginalized groups. The
paralyzing effects of the federal govemment on NAC through the
thetorical spaces that it creates goes hand-in-hand with the
strategies of neoliberal states. I suggest that these govemment
spaces enable the state to appear as if it is taking different voices
into account but, on the contrary, is actually using this space to
denounce the goals of NAC and, more broadly, feminism. Building
on Lorraine Code’s recent work on rhetorical spaces, I dismantle
how NAC and feminism are consistently demarcated as illegitimate
sites of resistance and struggle.

In a 1998 swift bureaucratic and policy-making move, the federal
government managed to shift its commitment to women'’s organiza-
tions such as NAC. In NAC's telling of the truth and testimonial
resistance to the federal government’s strategy, NAC lost its
credibility. The government portrayed NAC as a disobedient child
that refused to obey the rules and made the case that they really
wanted to support NAC but were unable to because of NAC's unruly
behavior. In a time when institutions become the dominant
legitimizing spaces the women’s movement enters a different
relationship with the state than it has thus far encountered. The
increasing political conservatism of the state and its unmodified
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think about the connection between the First Amendment in partic-
ular, rights rhetoric in general, and the perpetuation of homophobia.
Always suspicious of the move to protect free speech when the
speech in question implies violence or is itself violent, I explore the
notion that these “free expressions” ought not to be thought of as
such when they create an environment of fear and intimidation. My
conclusion is that understanding hate speech to be all and only
about the right to free speech protects (if not sanctions) anti-gay
violence under the law.

Area of Specialization: Philosophy of Food (and
Other Position Descriptions That Never Appear in
Jobs for Philosophers)

Lisa Heldke
Department of Philosophy, Gustavus Adolphus College

1 am a philosopher of food. My ability to identify as such is the
result of a long effort to bring together two seemingly disparate
strands of my own life: a philosophical interest in epistemological
questions and a “personal” interest in cooking. My presentation
charts the process through which I came to understand that
questions of epistemology are not to be found only in the
laboratory, but also in the kitchen, and to realize that my passion
for cooking was not purely private, nonacademic, and avocational,
but was in fact a philosophical passion as well.

G.12 Teen Discourse

Writing Without an Audience: Reality, Fantasy, and
Popular Culture for Young Women of Difference

Judy Hunter
Department of English, Ryerson Polytechnic University

Callie Hunter
Independent Scholar

This presentation builds on research in literacy practices, popular
culture, social identities, and social positioning among girls and
young women. Although varied in focus, this research has
established two important tenets. The first is that popular culture is
taken up by girls and women in ways that both embody and shape
their desires, which are reconstructed through their literacy
practices. The second is that these literacy practices also serve to
establish and maintain social identities, group memberships, and
positions.

We will focus on the writing of one differently-abled young woman,
Callie, at an urban public secondary school. In her case, writing
serves to compensate for her marginalized social identities in
school life, for her disability also bears on her acceptance into the
dominant cultures of adolescent girls and gender relationships. At
home, Callie draws on powerful, desirable popular media identities
such as Lois Lane, Clark Kent, and Sailor Moon to write herself into
a strong woman position. Through her fantasy writing, as hero, she
confronts and works out social conflicts. Whereas Callie recognizes
the pleasure in her writing, she often perceives that only supematu-
ral powers of media women might ensure her success in the real
world of everyday social life.

This presentation will integrate a scholarly talk with Callie’s reading
of an excerpt of her work. We hope to provoke further dialogue
about this other face of the social construction of writing among
socially marginalized girls and women.
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Teen Voices: Feminist Discourse in Magazines by
and for Girls

Kate Kruckemeyer
American Studies, George Washington University

Scholars writing on girls’ magazines have described how these texts
use the seemingly personal address of the periodical to enforce
gendered norms. Advice about appropriate femininity, whether
explicit or implicit, typically has come from adults who identify
appropriate standards and then take on the task of representing
them to young female readers in the assumed guise of a big sister
or older, wiser “girl.” This paper describes how, by contrast, when
real girls are able to gain voice as experts on the magazine pages,
they begin “representin’ for” other girls, boldly claiming young
women’s needs and desires as legitimate guides for conduct.

The discourse of “mainstream” periodicals like Seventeen contrasts
with the forthright talk about gender in Teen Voices and HUES, two
non-commercial, multicultural girls’ magazines which began publica-
tion in the early 1990s. These publications combine explicitly
feminist and antiracist messages with the visual appeal of the tradi-
tional teen magazine, reflecting their positioning within the pop-
cuiture-savvy third wave of feminism. Girls serve as experts in these
magazines, through both their authorship of published articles and
their role in the magazines’ editorial collectives. This paper investi-
gates not only the content and rhetorical style of their magazines’
textual messages, but also, through ethnographic fieldwork, what
the teen editors think of their role as advisors and confidantes to
their generation of girls.

This presentation takes the outward form of a traditional academic
paper. However, because my analysis builds from the written and
spoken words of teen girls [ highlight their voices in my paper,
searching for a degree of polyvocality as a way to support their
project of claiming space for girls within feminist discourse.

The Writing Development of Early-Adolescent
Females

Richard Beach
Department of Curriculum and Instruction, University of Minnesota—Twin

Cities

Anne Andersen
Interdistrict Middle School, St. Paul, Minnesola

The proposed session will consist of a discussion of issues
associated with the writing development of early adolescent
females. Underlying this session is the need to go beyond
traditional stage model descriptions of writing development to
conceive of writing development as relative to adopting particular
identity stances within the context of social interactions and negoti-
ations of identities (Alvermann, et. al; Cherland; Davies; Dillon and
Moje; Ensico; Gee and Crawford; Finders).

To precipitate discussion in this session, the two discussion leaders
will share their experiences with a five-year longitudinal research
project on changes in early-adolescent females’ writing practices.
The purpose of this research study is to determine how shifts in
early adolescents’ social and identity development between grades
five, seven, and nine shaped changes in their writing. The
participants in this study were eight females residing in a largely
white, middle-class suburban community, and, beginning in 7th
grade attending the same junior high school. Samples of these
students writing were collected in their 5th, 7th, and 9th grade
years. During their 5th grade year, students wrote a range of
different materials for inclusion in a portfolio. During their 7th grade
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examining both cultural and historical moments in the 19th
century—such as education and women's work—and the way in
which these issues are reflected in the literature of the period.

In the spirit of the conference’s call for non-traditional formats, we
will present this paper jointly. By combining the time allotted for
two individual presentations (for a total of 40 minutes}, we will be
able to deliver a joint text. Rather than speaking one at a time in
succession, we will orchestrate a performance that interweaves our
voices with those of the past and integrates rhetorical theory,
literary analysis, and cultural studies.

Gender and Literacy on the Great Plains:
Complicating a Region

Charlotte Hogg
Department of English, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Historian Susan Armitage contends that “we need to look at women
to answer the most basic question of how one develops a sense of
regional identity.” In researching older women in rural western
Nebraska, I am uncovering the many ways in which the women in
my study used literacy practices to complicate and change regional
perceptions, stereotypes, and assumptions. Drawing upon research
by Susan Armitage and anthropologist Deborah Fink, I share the
ways in which the women in a rural community on one level seemed
to sustain the masculinist agrarian atmosphere they lived in while at
the same time—through literate acts—gained authority and power.
Interestingly, through the seemingly benign topic of region, women
found venues for public speaking and writing, allowing them a safe
space by which to have a voice in their community while simultane-
ously complicating conventional views of the Great Plains region.
For example, these older women wrote the town, family, church, and
area histories that are now in the town library. I will explore what
these women’s literate lives can tell us about women's lives on the
plains in the 20th-century (as scholarship still rests heavily in settle-
ment times).

While my presentation will be text-based, I enrich the theoretical
ideas above by sharing the voices of the women in my study by
“performing” portions of their texts, such as memoir or the histories
they have written, as well as by including excerpts from the creative
essays 1 have written about my grandma, a primary participant in
my study.

“Excuse Poor Writing”: Postcards as Public
Messages

Barbara Powell
Women's Studies Program, University of Regina {Regina SK Canada)

Margaret Pezalla-Granlund
Gallery Educator, Los Angeles County Museum of Art

This presentation will examine patterns of rhetorical and visual
anxieties apparent in a collection of over 300 decorative postcards
mailed to our great-grandmother and grandmother in Christine, ND
between 1908-1916. These postcards were sent among female
Norwegian immigrants at a time of personal, cultural, and
technological change. For the writers, old rhetorical and social
practices no longer held.

On postcards, formerly private messages sent in letters were now
open to view. Because postcards were a new technology of writing
unlike personal letters, the messages are rhetorically unstable. The
written messages on the cards demonstrate the writers’ verbal shifts

Challenging Rhetorics Conference

Saturday, 1:15 p.m. — 2:45 p.m.

from Norwegian to an American vernacular. Differences in the
writings of girls and older women reflect the younger writers’
desires to adopt a breezy new American tone, and the cards bear
their apologies for bad writing when they failed to write well
enough.

The printed images denote a parallel cultural anxiety of representa-
tion. The collection contains few of the more usual souvenir cards or
scenic view cards. Instead, the images often look to the past, ideal-
izing and framing a nostalgic view of home, women, and childhood.
The cards are conventionally pretty, with abundant images of
flowers, festoons, tidy rural homes, and cute children. They stand in
contrast to the raw North Dakota landscape in which the correspon-
dence took place, and hold to a sweet version of the rural past.
Many cards were sent to celebrate holidays, and the Easter cards in
particular demonstrate the unstable nature of the imagery
associated with a holiday that had not yet developed a
conventional commercial representation.

Our joint presentation will demonstrate these tensions of both
written and visual rhetoric that occurred in a time of disruption and
relocation for the writers. The basis of the presentation will be
slides of the cards’ messages and images.

G.14 What's Up On The Boob Tube? TV
Feminism

‘Can Feminism Be Popular? A Rhetorical Analysis of

Oprah Winfrey’s “Crying Shame”

Kathleen Dixon
Department of English, University of North Dakota

Feminist and leftist cultural critics have split in their estimation of
whether Oprah Winfrey’s afternoon talk show contributes to a
progressive politics. Those who are attracted to “the personal” in
Oprah’s “talk” tend to produce sympathetic readings. Those
scholars who select for analysis segments of the show that gesture
more overtly toward larger social structures {e.g., racism) tend to
see Oprah as reflecting more mainstream values. My paper explores
the possibility of a social—indeed, popular—feminist Oprah by
considering how Oprah Winfrey and her staff put together a show on
violent crimes committed by children.

The paper performs a Bakhtinian analysis of a videotape of a 1994~
95 Oprah Winfrey Show segment, “Crying Shame.” Bakhtin’s work on
the novel and ordinary speech (“Discourse in the Novel” and
“Speech Genres”) can be applied with some adjustment to the
electronic, print, and oral genres from which Oprah and her
associates draw to create a program that is in part a serious
contribution to civic rhetoric, an aesthetically-pleasing form of
entertainment, and a lurid spectacle—any or all of which are poten-
tially edifying. The intermingling of these categories would not
offend Bakhtin, whose regular injunction is to follow the interanima-
tion of genres and other linguistic forms (“stratification”). I “stratify”
the language and even the visual representations of the show, iden-
tifying each “utterance” by genres such as “The Police Line-up” and
“The Confession,” attempting to determine from which genres they
descend and to which they make “rejoinder.” It is here that one can
see how Oprah brings formerly personal genres into the public
arena. She appears to have created, or at least greatly extended, a
recognizable sub-genre of the talk “ideclogeme” of the utterance—
the point of view, or system of ideas being represented—is a
discussion worth pursuing.
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intersection of rhetoric(s) with feminism(s) at this conference
provides a welcome opportunity to develop a rhetorical angle on
women’s leadership. In this frame, gender itself becomes a rhetori-
cal factor in a role or situation, along with a feminist agenda. At the
same time, rhetoric offers the resources to analyze complexities in
the relations between gender and other features of identity, or
between the person and the “office.”

This session asks how rhetoric, in the form of training, artistry, or
conceptualization, can become a factor in shaping and understand-
ing women’s agency within institutions of higher education.
Although the focus is on women in higher education, this topic high-
lights a third, less obvious common ground among members of the
conference: our experience, desire, call, or potential to act as
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leaders in the academy and perhaps the larger society. Just as
thetorical education and rhetorical thinking may benefit any leader,
so perceptions and self-perceptions of a leader's identity, along
with feminist goals, can potentially function as both rhetorical assets
and rhetorical constraints.

I'am inviting [four] women to join me in addressing this topic from
[five] “rhetorical locations” that represent differences in institutional
experiences and rank. In addition, since we will represent only
limited samplings of the diversity of the conference in identity, dis-
cipline, institution, leadership experiences, and other respects, we
have imagined the audience as our sixth voice and have set aside
time in the session to invite audience members to add
perspectives on this topic from their own complex rhetorical
locations.
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H.1 Craft, Techne, and Cunning
Intelligence: Toward an Art of Techno-
Feminism

Frances J. Ranney
Department of English, Wayne State University

M. Ann Brady
Department of English, Santa Clara University

Arthur L. Ranney
Department of Computer Science and Communication Technology, University of

Wisconsin-—Plattesville

Mary Rose Williams
English, Foreign Language, and Speech Division, Lane Community College

As Greek mythology has it, Zeus was quite taken with the goddess
Metis—so taken, in fact, that he fathered a child with her, Yet
because he also feared Metis, whose name means “craft,”or
“cunning intelligence,” he swallowed her while she was still
pregnant. Thus Zeus himself gave birth to their daughter Athena
who sprang, fully formed, from his forehead.

In like fashion we might say that Aristotle was smitten, almost
despite himself, with the techné of rhetoric. In his systematic explo-
ration of this term {which, much like metis, means both “craft” and
“art”) Aristotle subsequently gave birth to “technology,” a neologism
he coined specifically for his Techne Rhetorike to describe what he
called the “technologountes,” those “technologizers” we now know

as the sophists.

But unlike Athena the “technology” that sprang from Aristotle’s
forehead was not fully formed, and its meaning evolved throughout
centuries of use and re-definition. Today, our culture understands
technology, paired with science, in specifically masculinist terms as
a method for subduing our natural environment, itself construed in
feminine terms as “Mother Nature” (Rothschild, Ex Machina Deaj.
But Aristotle’s pairing of technology with rhetoric, the sophists, and
craft, and thus with the cunning intelligence called metis, hints at
the possibility of construing technology in feminist terms. Together,
these terms permit and authorize action in grounds both material
and shifting, in those gendered and contextualized spaces created
by the multiple perspectives that feminist epistemologies seek to
recognize. In negotiating these multivalent realities we enable a
gendered reading of technology that can question cultural assump-
tions about its role in contemporary lives.

Our presentation turns to four figures, both historic and fictional, in
order to assess the potential for a feminist understanding of
technology. These figures will engage in a conversation about the
ways they have constructed, deconstructed, and otherwise grappled
with important questions about technologies and the control they
appear to exert over us. Aristotle and Metis will discuss the ancient
formulations of art and craft and their links to both sophistic and
Aristotelian rhetorics. Aristotle will explain how his definition of
techneé envisions it functioning in the realm of contingent
knowledge and volatile environments in order to bring about
material conditions that otherwise “may or may not be”
{Nicomachean Ethics); Metis will demonstrate how her cunning
intelligence—although suppressed for centuries—operates even
today, tacitly in the writing practices of women professional commu-
nicators who use it to create simple writing technologies that
subvert organizational hierarchies and construct authority in the
workplace.
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In another dialogue that extends across times and realities Frances
Willard, a late 19th-century feminist, suffragist, and advocate for
social change, and Asta, a fictional character from the 1986
Australian film, “Shame,” will talk about their mastery of the highly
gendered technologies of the bicycle and motorcycle. Frances
Willard will show how she defied both “men-only” bicycle advocates
and their critics, the anti-bicyclists who feared the social disruption
they anticipated from that new technology (Willard, How I Learned to
Ride a Bicycle; Pinch & Bijker, “Social Construction of Facts and
Artifacts”). Asta will compare her experience in an area so closely
linked to masculinity that it is almost impossible to separate the
technology from the gender. Both will draw upon Pirsig's Zen and the
Art of Motorcycle Maintenance to inform their readings of the “quality”
of those technologies.

Finally, the four will engage in a conversation with their audience
about the possibilities for creating feminist approaches to technolo-
gies—for what we call “techno-feminism.” Techno-feminism, we will
argue, will enable not only gendered readings of individual
technologies but also an informed counter to technological
determinism, the belief that technologies operate according to their
own unstoppable wills (Winner, Autonomous Technology).

H.2 Feminism, Rhetoric, and Art in Arabo-
Muslim Societies

This panel addresses the feminism(s) and rhetoric(s) in Arabo-Muslim societies.
Leila Hessini will contextualize the work of several emerging women’s groups in
Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia, and Yemen. Alison Baker will use
a short video o illustrate how oral history can be used to recover lost or forgotten
voices in Morocco. Loubna H. Skalli will present a comparative analysis of two
Moroccan magazines to interpret two different expressions of feminist discourses in
the country.

Feminist Scholarship in Middle East and North
Africa Region

Leila Hessini
L'Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris, France)

Recent developments in feminist research and scholarship have
transformed women’s approaches to knowledge, including how
women conduct research, the relationship between the researched
and the researcher, and the use of research findings. Moroccan and
Egyptian women scholars and researchers are choosing new areas of
investigation previously disregarded in the social sciences,
researching previously “lost or forgotten” women, incorporating new
types of data in their work and developing new forms for their
scholarly production.

This paper presents and contextualizes the work of emerging

women'’s groups—including women’s study programs, publishing

houses and research centers—in Morocco and Egypt, engaged in

feminist research and interested in transforming approaches to the :
creation of knowledge. By situating their work in their respective
contexts, the author seeks to highlight commonalities in the
approaches used, as well as the diversity of issues and actors
involved in the creation of feminist discourses. The multiple
challenges that these collective groups face, as well as the coping
strategies that they have developed, will be addressed.
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